Can Trump Send Troops to End Violent Protests?

• On Monday, the president of the United
States suggested he would use federal troops
/armed forces to end unrest across the
country. The unrest started over a week ago
after the killing of George Floyd, a black man.
He died a short time after he was detained
by police in Minneapolis, Minnesota. People
in Minneapolis and other U.S. cities have
been protesting Floyd’s death. Some of the
protests were peaceful, but others were not.
Demonstrators attacked businesses, set fire
to buildings, and burned cars.

• Speaking from the White House,
President Donald Trump proposed using
military troops to stop the violence. He
said, “If a city or state refuses to take the
actions that are necessary to defend the
life and property of their residents, then
I will deploy the United States military
and quickly solve the problem for them.”
Deploy: to use someone in an effective way or move
troops to a place where they can be used

• Several state governors quickly rejected Trump’s
proposal. The governor of Oregon, Kate Brown,
said, “You don’t defuse violence by putting
soldiers on the streets.” In Illinois, Governor J.B.
Pritzker said he does not believe the federal
government can send troops into his state. And
New York’s governor, Andrew Cuomo, added, “I
say thank you but no thank you.” [thanks, but no
thanks which means I decline/refuse]

the board of governors of the hospital

To defuse a bomb

• All three governors are members of the Democratic Party. Trump belongs
to the Republican Party.
• To deploy military troops, the president would need to invoke legislation
/ˌledʒɪsˈleɪʃn/ known as the Insurrection/riot/uprising/ˌɪnsəˈrekʃn/ Act.
Demonstrators kneel in front of a line of police officers during a protest
for the death of George Floyd, Monday, June 1, 2020, near the White
House in Washington. Floyd died after being restrained by Minneapolis
police officers.
Invoke the law : to use the law

What is the Insurrection Act?
• Under the U.S. Constitution, governors generally have the power
to maintain order within state borders. The constitution bars the
armed forces from law enforcement within the country.
• The Insurrection Act of 1807, however, gives the president power to
send troops to the states “in all cases of insurrection, or obstruction
/əbˈstrʌkʃn/ to the laws.” The law has since been amended /əˈmend/
several times. In a 2006 report, the U.S. Congressional /kənˈɡreʃənl/
Research Service [organization /ˌɔːrɡənəˈzeɪʃn/] said the president is
required to have approval from a state’s governor or legislature [group
of legislators] to send in federal troops. But the report also noted that
“the President may issue an executive order to send in troops.”
Obstruction of justice

• Presidents have invoked the Insurrection Act several times in
U.S. history.
• In 1957, President Dwight Eisenhower approved an executive
order to put the Arkansas National Guard under the U.S. military.
As part of the order, he sent 1,000 Army troops to Little Rock,
Arkansas. The move, over /ignoring the objection of the state’s
governor [Orval Faubus], was to protect black students at an allwhite high school. The Congressional Research Service said the
use of the Insurrection Act “has become exceedingly/extremely
rare” since the end of civil rights protests in the 1960s.
Google : The Little Rock Crisis/The Little Rock Nine

• The act was last used in 1992. That was the
year when racial protests in Los Angeles turned
violent. The unrest started when a court found
four police officers – all of them white -- not
guilty in the beating of a black man, Rodney
King.
• Thaddeus Hoffmeister is a law professor at the
University of Dayton. He told the Reuters news
agency that when the Insurrection Act was
invoked in the past, presidents and governors
have usually agreed on the need for troops.
Find someone guilty/not guilty | racial discrimination

• In 2005, then President George W. Bush
decided not to use the act to send troops
to Louisiana after flooding resulting from
Hurricane /ˈhɜːrəkeɪn/ Katrina. The state’s
then-governor opposed the move.
• Hoffmeister said he did not think
invoking the Insurrection Act was needed
now because governors can take action
through their criminal justice systems.
• I'm John Russell.

Words in this story
• resident - n. someone who live in a particular place
• defuse - v. to make something less tense or serious
• invoke - v. to make use of a law
• maintain - v. to continue doing something
• issue - v. to announce something in an official way

Seattle police use teargas to disperse peaceful
protesters – as it happened
• Tens of thousands attended a memorial for George Floyd in his
home town of Houston. Members of Floyd’s family were in
attendance, alongside the mayor, the police chief and a group of
protesters on horseback, with attendees paying respects to a
“gentle giant”.

• Although details of each incident are still unclear, the death
toll from the protests in the US has reached at least 11.
• Protests in Washington were responded to more peacefully
than in recent days, however, the capital remains on high
alert, with about 1,600 US soldiers moved to the DC region,
according to the Pentagon.

• Derrick Johnson, the president of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), has written for the
Guardian saying: “The expendability of Black lives is not a flaw in
the system; it is the system. We are meant to die or, at the very
least, we are not meant to be protected, to be respected, to be
valued, to be considered fully human.

• The NFL has been accused of hypocrisy with its public antiracism statements after the high profile treatment of Colin
Kaepernick’s protests.
• Inspired by the US demonstrations, 20,000 people defy a ban
to rally in the streets of French capital Paris, with a focus on
justice for Adama Traore, whose death four years ago has
been a rallying cause against police brutality in France.

• People in cities around the world have marched in solidarity with
demonstrators in the US, as politicians and public figures unite to
condemn the killing of George Floyd. Floyd, an unarmed black
man, died on 25 May in Minneapolis after a white police officer,
Derek Chauvin, knelt on his neck for nine minutes while Floyd
repeatedly complained that he could not breathe.

• On Sunday, thousands of people demonstrated in central
London, chanting: “No Justice! No peace!” in Trafalgar
Square before marching to the US embassy, where they faced
a line of police.
• There were protests outside the US embassy in Copenhagen
on Sunday, while hundreds of demonstrators gathered in
Berlin for the second day in a row, carrying signs that read:
“Silence is violence”; “Hold cops accountable”; and “Who do
you call when police murder?”

• At least four solidarity gatherings were held in New Zealand on
Monday, with massive crowds kneeling at a demonstration in
Auckland. Tens of thousands of people marched from Aotea Square,
in central Auckland, to the US embassy carrying signs with
messages such as “Be kind”, “Silence is Betrayal” and “Do Better,
Be Better”.

Thanks for watching

