China, UN React to US Decision to
Suspend Support for WHO

• The United Nations, China and other
countries have urged the United States
not to suspend its financial support of the
World Health Organization (WHO).
• The calls came hours after U.S. President
Donald Trump said he was
halting/stopping American donations to
the U.N. health agency. In making the
announcement Tuesday, Trump criticized
the WHO for failing to investigate early
reports of a new coronavirus in China.
Donate | donor | donor card | blood donor

• On Wednesday in Beijing, China’s
foreign ministry said that the
president’s decision to withhold the
money would affect all countries. It
said the move takes place at an
important time in fighting the
coronavirus pandemic /pænˈdemɪk/.
• China urged the U.S. government to
meet its obligations, saying the
decision weakens the WHO and
“harms international cooperation.”

Withhold: to refuse to give something to someone

Obligation /ˌɑːblɪˈɡeɪʃn/
• To have an obligation
• To feel an obligation
• Impose an obligation on someone
• Meet/fulfill/honor an obligation
• A sense of obligation towards my family/community
• Be under an obligation to do something
Do something = verb

• Speaking late Tuesday, United Nations
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said that it
was a time for unity/ˈjuːnəti/ and for the
international community to stop the virus.
• Trump announced that the U.S. government
was suspending funding for the World Health
Organization pending an investigation. He
called/requested/urged for a study/research of
the U.N. agency’s reaction to the spread of the
new coronavirus. The effort would consider the
WHO’s part “in severely/very badly
mismanaging and covering up the spread of
the coronavirus,” he said.

Cover up : prevent people discovering the truth

• The United States is the largest donor to the WHO. It
provides between $400 and $500 million dollars every
year. The U.N. agency operates on a two-year budget.
Medical staff treat a
COVID-19 coronavirus
patient at a hospital in
Wuhan, in China.

Worldwide spread
• Around the world, there are now more
than 2 million cases of COVID-19, the
disease caused by the coronavirus. More
than 600,000 of those cases are in the
United States. Spain, Italy, Germany and
France have also been hard hit/attacked.
The virus has spread to at least 185
countries.
• COVID-19 is blamed for more than
128,000 deaths worldwide.

Be blamed for : be
responsible for something
bad

• Trump has called the coronavirus, the
“Chinese virus.” The virus is believed to
have started spreading late last year in the
Chinese city of Wuhan. The president has
criticized the U.N. agency for not
providing enough warning about the
disease.
• Trump said the WHO made a
“disastrous/dɪˈzæstrəs/ decision” to oppose
/ disagree with U.S. restrictions on travel
from China. He said the agency put
“political correctness above life-saving
measures.”
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• Before Tuesday, Trump had signaled his
displeasure with the WHO’s reaction to
the health crisis. The president said the
freeze on funding would remain in place
“for 60 to 90 days” while U.S. officials
consider the WHO’s actions.
• U.S. Senator Patrick Leahy is a member
of the Democratic Party. He criticized
the president’s actions and said that
withholding funds from the WHO made
no sense. Leahy also blamed the Trump
administration for not doing enough at
the beginning of the crisis.
Do well enough : to manage something well

• Some health experts have questioned China’s
reported number of coronavirus infections and
deaths. They have called the number too low
and not dependable/reliable. The Associated
Press reports that it found a delay of six days
between when Chinese officials knew about
the virus and when they informed the public.
• The WHO has praised China for its reaction
to the spread of the virus. It also called on
other countries to follow China’s example.
The WHO also praised China’s
transparency/trænsˈpærənsi/ in providing
information about the coronavirus.

Call on someone : to ask or
demand that someone do
something

Words in this story

pandemic – n. the spread of an infectious disease over a large area in a short
period of time
obligation – n. something that must be done or that is required by rules or
laws
funding – n. money provided for a stated purpose
pending – preposition while waiting for something to take place
mismanaging – v. doing a poor job of supervising someone or something
transparency – n. openness

Coronavirus Crisis Could Push Half a Billion People
into Poverty
Migrant workers rest on a
railway track during a 21day nationwide
lockdown/quarantine to
slow the spreading of
coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) in Mumbai,
India

• The economic effects of the
coronavirus could push around half
a billion people into poverty, Oxfam
said this week.
• The report was released by the
Nairobi-based [located in Nairobi,
capital of Kenya] charity ahead of
Economy
next week’s International Monetary
economic
Fund (IMF)/World Bank yearly
meeting.
• “The economic crisis…is deeper
than the 2008 global financial
crisis,” the report said.

/ɪˈkɑːnəmi/
/ˌiːkəˈnɑːmɪk/

• “The estimates /ˈestɪmeɪt/ show that…
global poverty could increase for the
first time since 1990,” it said, adding
that some countries could return to
poverty levels last seen thirty years
ago.
• The report examined several possible
economic outcomes/results based on
the World Bank’s measure of poverty.
People under extreme poverty live on
$1.90 a day or less. And those at a
lesser poverty level live on less than
$5.50 a day.

1. When did you meet him last?
2. When was the last time you
met him?

• The most serious outcome would be
a 20 percent decrease in earnings. It
would cause 1.2 billion people to
live in extreme poverty worldwide. It
would also raise the number of
people living in poverty to nearly 4
billion.
• Women are at more risk than men
because they are more likely to work
in jobs that have little or no
protection.

• Poor people cannot take time off from work or buy food in large
amounts, the report warned. It also said more than 2 billion
people did not get earnings while they are sick.
• To lessen the effects /ɪˈfekt/ on poverty, Oxfam suggested a plan
that would give money to people and businesses in need. It also
called for debt cancellation, more IMF (International Monetary
Fund) support and increased aid to poor countries.
• Oxfam added that additional taxes on wealth, high profits and
some financial tools favored/supported by the wealthy would
help raise the money needed.
The + adjective = certain group
The rich/poor
The disabled

• Calls for debt/det/ cancellation have
increased recently as the COVID-19
pandemic has affected the economy of
developing countries around the
world.
• Wealthier countries around the world
would need to give at least $2.5
trillion to help developing nations, the
report said, adding that wealthier
countries have shown they can raise
that amount to help their own
economies /ɪˈkɑːnəmi/.

• The United States, for example, recently
released a $2.2 trillion spending
plan/funds/estimated expenses to rescue
the country’s economy. China, Japan and
some European nations have also passed
their own spending measures.
• Pass measures/ pass laws
• The report said, “Unless developing
countries are also able to fight… the
crisis will continue and it will inflict
/give/apply even greater harm on all
countries, rich and poor.” I’m Jonathan
Evans.

Words in this story
charity – n. an organization that helps the sick and poor
global – adj. worldwide
outcome - n. the results of an event
inflict – v. to cause someone to be affected by something
unpleasant

Coronavirus 'under control' in Germany, as some countries plan
to relax lockdowns
Germany has declared its coronavirus outbreak under
control as it prepares to take its first tentative
/ˈtentətɪv/steps out of lockdown next week, while
several European countries unveiled contact-tracing
mobile apps aimed at facilitating a gradual return to a
more normal life.
The German health minister, Jens Spahn, said on Friday
that the virus was under control in Europe’s largest
economy, thanks to confinement/restrictive measures
imposed after an early surge/wave/growth in cases. “The
infection numbers have sunk significantly, especially the
relative day-by-day/daily increase,” he said.
Sink-sank-sunk : to become weaker / to decrease

• Smaller shops in Germany are due to reopen
from Monday with some pupils set to return
to school on 4 May, although other
restrictions will remain in place including
bans on gatherings of more than two people in
public and on large public events.
• The Robert Koch Institute for disease control
released data showing that Germany’s personto-person infection rate had dropped to 0.7,
meaning that each person carrying the virus
was now infecting less than one other person
on average.

• The infection rate is a key indicator for
politicians as they grapple /ˈɡræpl/ with the
question of when and how far to reopen
society, juggling the urgent necessity of
unfreezing stalled economies with the need to
prevent a second coronavirus wave that
would force them to reinstate/restore
draconian /drəˈkəʊniən/ lockdowns.
• According to the European Centre for
Disease Prevention and Control, Covid-19
has so far infected nearly 900,000 people and
killed almost 90,000 across the continent,
well/a lot over half the worldwide total of just
over 146,000.
• Just over/under half million

• Norway, which like Germany, Poland and the
Czech /tʃek/ Republic will start relaxing some
physical distancing measures from Monday, on
Friday unveiled its Smittestop or “stop infection”
app, which will notify users if they have been less
than 2 metres from an infected person for more than
15 minutes.
• “To get back to a more normal life and keep the
virus under control, we all have to make an effort
and use this application,” the prime minister, Erna
Solberg, said. “If we fail to keep control, we will
have to tighten up once again.”
• Tighten up means : to become stricter or more
careful

Mask types for protection

Anti-fog
protective
mask

Removable
protective
hat

Foldable
protective
cap

3-layer disposable
mouth face
mask/medical
mask

Hospital gowns/clothing

Disposable patient gown

Disposable latex
gloves

Disposable isolation gown

Thanks for watching

