




US Supreme Court Chief Justice Will Impact 

Trump Presidency



 The leader of the highest court in the United 

States will likely receive a lot of attention next 

month. In January, Chief Justice John Roberts 

will supervise the trial of President Donald 

Trump in the U.S. Senate. Lawmakers there 

will decide if Trump is guilty of two charges 

against him: abuse of power and obstruction

of Congress.

 If guilt is the ruling, Trump would be removed 

from office. However, the senate is expected 

to find him not guilty.



 Chief Justice John Roberts will have more 

influence on Trump’s presidency back at 

the Supreme Court building, across the 

street from the Senate. There, Roberts will 

play a major part in deciding several 

important cases that directly affect Trump.

 One deals with whether a president needs 

to give his financial records to government 

investigators and lawyers. Trump has long 

fought to keep his finances secret. And, 

unlike other recent presidents, he has 

refused to make his tax information public.

Fight-fought-fought



 In a few months, the Supreme Court will decide 

whether Trump must offer his financial records (or not). 

The court’s ruling will affect future presidents, and also 

the current one: It will likely come in the middle of 

Trump’s re-election campaign.



 How Roberts will vote on the case is not known. In recent 

decisions, Roberts has often joined with the four generally 

conservative judges. However, he also sometimes agrees 

with decisions made by the four more liberal judges. 

Roberts may be the deciding vote in the financial records 

case.



An uneasy position

But first, the Senate trial. The U.S. Constitution says the chief 

justice of the Supreme Court will oversee/supervise a trial to 

decide whether the president is removed from office. But the job 

is mostly ceremonial.

The senators – not the chief justice – set the rules for the trial. 

Roberts’ job is to keep the process moving in an orderly way/in a 

smooth way.

Case-trial-ruling



 People who know the chief justice say he will take his job at the 

trial seriously. He is likely reading about the only two other 

impeachment trials in U.S. history – those of Andrew Johnson in 

1868 and Bill Clinton in 1999. In both cases, the presidents 

remained in office.

 During Clinton’s trial, the chief justice was William Rehnquist. A 

law school professor who worked for Rehnquist at the time said 

the chief justice had “relatively little to do” during the trial.

Of: belonging to someone



The Rehnquist Court refers to the Supreme 

Court of the United States from 1986 to 

2005, when William Rehnquist served as 

Chief Justice of the United States. 

Rehnquist succeeded Warren Burger as 

Chief Justice after the latter's retirement, 

and Rehnquist served as Chief Justice until 

his death in 2005. [former/latter]

Who succeeded Kennedy as President?



Roberts has not spoken publicly about leading the Trump 

impeachment trial. Observers have noted that Roberts does not 

like calling attention to himself.

But he did take the unusual step of disagreeing publicly with 

Trump in November 2018. After the president spoke against 

judges who had ruled against him, Roberts issued a statement.



 It rejected the idea that federal judges worked for one president or 

another. And it defended “an extraordinary group of dedicated 

judges doing their level best to do equal right to those appearing 

before them.”

Roberts said that an independent judiciary is “something we 

should all be thankful for.”

 I’m Kelly Jean Kelly.



 That legacy comprises the 89 judges, and rapidly counting, that Trump 

has nominated, and Senate Republicans have confirmed, to serve at 

all levels of the federal court system. They are taking up posts from the 

district courts (53 Trump nominees confirmed out of 677 total) to the 

appellate courts (34 out of 179) to the US supreme court (two out of 

nine). Put together they form a kind of conservative judicial revolution

that could impact all aspects of American life.



Many Americans watching 

the turmoil in US institutions 

and political norms are 

yearning for the day when 

Donald Trump is no longer 

president. But whether he 

leaves after 2020 or 2024, 

Trump has built a legacy in 

one vital area that can be 

expected to stand for 

decades, long after his 

Twitter feed has fallen silent, 

analysts across the political 

spectrum agree.



 In the past week, Trump’s judges tally notched 

up by three, with the confirmation to appeals 

courts of Chad Readler, who previously ran the 

legal effort to dismantle Barack Obama’s 

healthcare law; Eric Murphy, who undermined

voting rights, marriage equality (same-sex 

marriage) and reproductive rights as a state 

solicitor in Ohio; and Allison Jones Rushing, 

who has past ties/connections to an anti-LGBT 

group and who at 37 years old is the country’s 

youngest federal judge, a lifetime 

appointment.



Thanks for watching


